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aides iat de S. ‘ { period : the soft parts will stretch, bones , 
=m 3 will not, and the consequence is, that an 
Clinical ihsitens on Abscess of the Tibia. : > abscess situated in the latter is attended 
By Sin B. C. Bropre, Bart, {with much greater pain than that which 


The subject that I shall take for the pre- occurs in the former. ‘The patient’s suffer- 
ent lecture, is one of considerable interest, > ings are consequently more severe, and they 
namely, the formation of abscess in the ins} are protracted for a very much longer period. 
terior of the tibia. > Tam not aware that I can explain to you 

Ineed not tell you that bones are organ-? better what I know on the subject, than by 
ed like soft parts; that they have the same? relating some of the cases on which my 
apparatus of arteries, veins, nerves, and} knowledge of- it is. founded. 
cellular tissue, and that they have super-{ In the year 1824, L-was consulted by a 
added to these the unorganized phosphate of} young man, 24 years of age, under the fol- 
ime. Having the same tissues as the soft? lowing circumstances:—There was a con- 
parts, they are liable to very much the same ; siderable enlargement of the lower end of 
diseases, but then the character of these dis- ; the tibia, but the -ankle-joint admitted of 
eases, their symptoms, progress, and treat- every motion, and was apparently sound. 
ment, are much modified by the presence of; The skin was thin, tense, and closely ad- 
the unyielding earthy material which I have ; herent to the periosteum. ‘There was con- 
mentioned. Inflammation may take place ' stant pain in the part, generally of a mode- 
in bones, as it does elsewhere; it may go on} ‘ rate character, but every now and then it 
‘0 suppuration, and abscess may form in {became excruciating, keeping the patient 
their interior, as it does in the interior of ’awake at night, and confining him to the 
ther organs. But there are these points of { house for many successive days. It made 
difference—an abscess formed in a bone ‘his life miserable, and his nervous system 
cannot very readily come to the surface, so} irritable: one effect of which was that it 
that mat i may remain pent up for an indefinite ‘ spoiled his temper, and thus produced an- 
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2 CLINICS. 


other set of symptoms in addition to those } However, about a year afterwards, in Au. 
which were the direct consequence of the ’ gust, 1827, there was a recurrence of the 
local malady. The disease had been going pain; the enlargement of the tibia, which 
on for 12 years. He had consulted a num- ° had in some degree subsided, returned, and 
ber of surgeons respecting it, and had used it continued to increase. In the enlarged 
a vast variety of remedies, but had never: tibia there was one, spot a little below the 
derived benefit from anything that was done. ‘knee, where there was exceeding tender- 
Instead of getting better, he every year be- ‘ness‘on pressure. I need not describe the 
came so much worse. I tried some reme- symptoms more particularly; it is sufficient 
dies without any advantage, and at last to say, that they bore a very close resem- 
recommended that he should lose the limb.  blance to those in the last case; the only 
Mr. Travers saw him with me, and agreed” difference being that, as the disease had 
in this opinion. Amputation was performed, ; been of shorter duration, the pain was less 
and the amputated tibia is now on the table. | severe, and that the tibia was affected in 
You will see how much the lower end of it; the upper instead of the lower extremity. 
is enlarged, and that the surface of it pre- ‘I concluded that there must be an abscess 
sents marks of great vascularity. he bone ‘in the centre of the bone, and applied the 
in the preparation is divided longitudinally, trephine to the tender spot. I used the 
and just above the articulating surface there common trephine made for injuries of the 
is a cavity as large asasmall chestnut. This head, which, having a projecting rim or 
cavity was filled with dark coloured pus. shoulder, would penetrate only to a certain 
The inner surface of it is smooth. ‘The depth. However, it enabled me to remove 
bone immediately surrounding it is harder a piece of bone of sufficient thickness to ex- 
than natural. The ®amination of the limb pose the cancellous structure. Then witha 
explained all the symptoms: there was an chisel I removed some more of the bone. 
abscess of the tibia, stretching the bone in’ Presently there was a flow of pus in such 
which it was formed, or rather, if I may use quantity as completely to fill the opening 
the expression, trying to stretch it, and thus made by the trephine and the chisel. It 
causing the violent pain which the patient , seemed as if the bone had been, toa certain 
suffered. On observing these appearances, ; extent, kept on the stretch by the abscess, 
I could not help saying, that if we had’ and that, as soon as an opening was made 
known the real state of the disease, the limb > into it, it contracted and forced up the mat- 
might have been saved. <A trephine would ter. ‘T'he patient was well from that time; 
have made an opening in the tibia, and have , the wound healing very favourably, and he 
let out the matter. It would’ have been: has never had any return of the disease. 
merely applying the treatment here that Some time after this I was consulted by 
we adopt in the case of abscess elsewhere. a gentleman who had an enlargement of the 
You open a painful abscess of the arm with lower end of the tibia. He suffered con- 
a lancet; you cannot open an abscess of the } stant pain, but every two or three weeks 
bone with a lancet, but you may do so with there was an exacerbation of it, and it was 
a trephine. ‘then very excruciating, almost intolerable. 
About two years after the occurrence of These attacks sometimes lasted two of 
this case, I was consulted by another pa- three hours; sometimes one or two days. 
tient, 23 years of age, who had an enlarge- ‘ This patient when he came under my care 
ment of the upper end of the tibia, extend- was 34 years of age; he traced the disease 
ing to some distance below the knee. He back for eighteen years, and stated that It 
suilered a great deal of pain, the part was. began in the following manner: on going 10 
very tender, and there were all the symp- | bed one evening, he felt a sudden pain in or 
toms of chronic periostitis. I made an in- just above the ankle-joint: the next day 
cision over the part, dividing everything } there was a swelling in this situation, he 
down to the bone, and found the periosteum was laid up with inflammation, and two 
very much thickened. There was a new abscesses burst in succession, but alter- 
deposit of bone under the periosteum, sotier ; wards healed. He continued well for some 
than the bone of original formation. This’ considerable time, and then he was again 
operation. as in other cases of chronic peri- ‘seized with pain in the ankle. ‘This pan 
ostitis. relieved the tension and the pain, } was not constant, but occurred at intervals. 
and the patient was supposed to be cured. Sometimes there were several months dut- 
{ 
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CLINICS. 3 


ing which he was quite well. (These points 
sre worthy of notice with respect to the 
diagnosis, as I shall show you presently.) 
After some years, however, the pain was 
never absent, and he got into the state in 
which he was when he sought my advice. 
Qn examining the ankle | found the tibia 
considerably enlarged. ‘The motion of the 
joint was perfect, but there was one tender 
spot on the inside of the bone that seemed 
to indicate the seat of an abscess. I applied 
a trephine here, and penetrated into a cavity 
large enough to receive the end of the fin- 
ger. There gushed out a quantity of matter, | 
perhaps a drachm, or more. ‘The inner 
surface of the cavity was exceedingly ten- 
der, so that he could not bear the introduc- : 
tion of the finger, or even of a probe. On 
the following day there was a good deal of 
inflammation in the neighbourhood of the } 
part in which the operation was performed ; 
in the course of a few days an abscess form- | 
ed, which burst externally, just below the 
ankle, and then the inflammation subsided. 
The opening made by the trephine became 
filled up with granulations, and the wound 
healed favourably. This took place many 
years ago; I have seen the patient every 
now and then since, and he has continued 
perfectly well. } 
I have had two cases of this kind under 
my care in this hospital. One was a boy, . 
who had a considerable enlargement of the 
lower end of the tibia, attended with a great 
deal of pain. I trephined the bone, and let 
out nearly half an ounce of matter. ‘The: 
other was a man, whose case I will give you 
alittle more in detail. His name was Mow. ° 
bray, and he was admitted in October, 1838, 
being then 24 years of age. He had an en- : 
agement of the upper end of the tibia, ; 
extending to the distance of 24 inches be- ’ 
low the knee. The circumference of the leg ‘ 
at this part was about an inch more than } 
that of the leg of the other side. ‘The skin: 
over the enlarged bone was tense, and there ° 
was a blush of dark redness on the inside. ‘ 
He said that six years ago there took place | 
some enlargement of the head of the tibia, : 


attended with a dull pain. Leeches were } 
applied, and some other treatment was had | 
recourse to; I know not what. ‘The pain: 


his admission was so severe that he could 
not sleep at night. It affected his health; 
he had lost flesh, and could take little or no 
food. I concluded that there was probably 
an abscess in the tibia, but as the disease 
had only been of short duration, I thought 
it might be better to treat it as if it were 
merely chronic inflammation in the first 
instance, having recourse to some other re- 
medies before I performed the operation. I 
prescribed, therefore, calomel and opium, 
sarsaparilla, and iodide of potassium, one 
after the other. At last, there being no 
amendment, I applied the trephine at that 
spot where the bone appeared more tender 
than elsewhere, and thus exposed an ab- 
scess, which contained two or three drachms 
of pus. The relief was immediate, and soon 
afterwards the patient left the hospital cured, 

I will mention another case. In the year 
1841, a young lady came to consult me on 
account of pain in the lower end of the 
tibia. It began in the spring of 1835, when 
she had an attack of what appeared to be 
inflammation in that bone. ‘The pain was 
at first confined to the lower end of the tibia, 
but afterwards she had, in addition to it, 
other pains, apparently of a nervous cha- 
racter, extending up the limb to the hip. 


; She was of an hysterical constitution, which 


might, perhaps, make the diagnosis of the 
disease a little more difficult, the hysterical 
pain being mixed up with the other. How- 
ever, I found her having occasional attacks 
of most severe pain in the lower end of the 
tibia, the bone being enlarged and tender to 
the touch; and, after a most careful ex- 
amination, I was satisfied that there must be 
an abscess in the bone. Accordingly, I re- 
commended the application of the trephine. 
She could not then stay in town, and, either 
because her surgical attendant in the coun- 
try did not accord with me in opinion, or 
because she would not submit to it, the ope- 
ration was not performed. She dragged on 
avery uncomfortable existence for four years 
more. In the interval she was married, 
traveled abroad, had various opinions, tried 
different remedies both here and elsewhere, 
but nothing afforded her any relief. Last 
August she again came under my care: the 
tibia was then very much enlarged: at times 


continued for about six months; it then sub- } she was quite free from pain, at other pe- 
sided, and he became quite free from it,{riods she had severe attacks of it, so that 
until about three months before he came to? she could not sleep at night. I was still of 


the hospital, when it returned, and the bone } 
began to enlarge. ‘The pain at the time of} 


opinion that there was a collection of matter 
within the tibia. Mr. Travers and Mr. 
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4 SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS OF MEDICAL DELUSIONS, 


Key saw the patient with me, and it was‘ and quack system, in vogue; and by the 
agreed that I should perforate the bone with} obscenity and cheating in which quackery 
the trephine. Accordingly I performed the is involved; they, only, comprehend to the 
operation. ‘The bone was excessively vas- ; full the injury inflicted on the public by the 
cular, so that there was a good deal of host of ignorant meddlers with health and 
bleeding; and, towards the end of the ope- } disease, in the shape of unqualified practi. 
ration, a quantity of what appeared to be. tioners, dealers in quack medicines, and the 
sero-purulent fluid gushed out froin beside ‘ other descriptions of charlatans, who may 
the trephine, mixing with the blood. At- be literally said to be engaged in a traffic in 
the bottom of the bone removed by the in-? human life; and they, only, understand the 
strument there was a cavity that would just hindrance which the rapacious quacks offer 
receive the end of the finger, and from to the progress of medical knowledge, by 
which the fluid }ad escaped. After this she { impoverishing the profession, and by throw- 
had considerable pain for some time, but: ing odium upon it, because of the inability 
evidently of an hysterical character. She‘ of the public to separate true medicine from 
went into the country, and I have been just, the quackeries which vaunt themselves as 
now informed that the wound has been for ; true. It ought, therefore, to be a sacred 
some time healed, and that she is free from, duty with the profession to uproot this 
all her former symptoms. The piece of; monster evil. * * * * * * Every 
bone that was taken away is upon the table; | honest man in the profession should bethink 
it is more hard and compact than it ought to; himself of the evils around him, and bestir 
be just above the ankle, where, in the natu- ; himself to make them known to his fellows 
ral state, there is a mere cancellous struc- and to the public. If each individual noted 
ture. You will perceive on its under sur- ‘ the most urgent symptoms of this evil which 
face, one corner of the cavity in which the ; came under his observation, here a simple 


sero-purulent fluid was lodged. ‘falsehood, there a downright perjury; now 
(To be continued.) ‘ the murder of the sick by omission or com- 
—— ; mission, then the promotion of abortion or 


SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS: infanticide; at some times the mortality in 
OF MEDICAL DELUSIONS. -alunatic Bastile, at others, the deaths in a 
Quackery.—'The attitude of all true lovers hydropathic bagnio; in one place a forgery, 

of their profession, at the present time most} in another, provocations to obscenity and 
especially, is offensive and defensive against . vice; at this time a quack-pill murder, at 
quackery. ‘The profession should bend it- : that, a criminal trial:—if these and all the 
self with one will towards its exposure and ; legion of similar things were noted and re- 
entire rejection. They are called to do this: corded, we should soon have a body of evi- 
by the very highest considerations that can; dence which would render it impossible for 
urge men to the zealous prosecution of the : the legislature to refuse the suppression of 
most noble object. ‘Their own rights, and; the present system of quackery. ‘These are 
the individual weal of the members of the ; not melodramatic horrors, but actual events. 
profession, are the least motives that can’ But we must, at the same time, or even 
be placed in the scale. Public morality, ; first in order, pluck the beam from the pro- 
public safety, and the advance of true me- ; fessional eye; for we fear there are many, 
dical knowledge, the legitimate art of heal- { who, without intending it, or knowing it 
ing, should be the mainsprings of action in are themselves the abettors of some of the 
the war of the medical mind with the huge; milder forms of quackery which they 80 
social pest. Its extermination is, we say, feelingly and so properly deplore, and which 
the special province and duty of medicals rob them and their children of their lawful 
men. The public, ignorant of all that re-; bread. And if these viler quackeries be 
lates to medicine, ignorant of the evils re- } not defended, as it were, and rounded off, 
sulting from quackery, and possessed with} by the existence of others of a more spe- 
the spirit of credulity that is natural to this} cious kind, the end of the thing would 
twofold ignorance, can scarcely be expected speedily arrive. Wherever, then, and when- 
to take any part in the matter. But profes- ; ever, legitimate and scientific medicine is 
sional men know the injury to public morals ; opposed, then and there is quackery. When- 
by the enormous lying which is required to; ever any one of that triad of cheateries, 
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keep every quack, and every quack nostrum } mesmerism, homeopathy, and hydropathy, 











SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS OF MEDICAL DELUSIONS, 


. sanctioned, there, we say, is latent or‘ ic or ism that shall be hereafter. There is 
yen quackery. If these things or their ‘no royal road to geometry, nor is there any 
spettors, be upheld by the profession, they ‘short route to the safe and effectual treat- 
uve no right to complain of the evils that ment of diseases. As the geometer is made, 
ume upon them. If, to use plain terms, and only made, by days and nights of studi- 
‘hey purchase works which set up the *‘wa- ous labour, so the medical practitioner is 
er doctor’ against the ‘‘drug doctor,’’ they only made by years of preparation, observa- 
wght not to complain when they lose their tion, and discipline. — Lancet, Nov. 14, 1846. 
read, and, what is more, the estimation of — 
he public. Homeopathic Honesty. — Dr. Bennet 
The lawyer, turned medical editor, and communicated to the Medical Society of 
he lacedealer, turned doctor; the graduated London the following prescriptions, one 
\. D. turned mesmerist, homceopathist, hy- written on the 6th, the other on the 9th of 
jropathist, or by what other names quacks the month, by a homeopathist:— 
aid quackery may be called, are of the same’ On the 6th, she was ordered to put one 
samp and genus; and we warn the profes- grain of ipecacuanha powder in one ounce 
son to give these things no sanction, or to of water; and of this mixture, a single drop 
ease to complain of the advances of char- was to be taken with syrup and water di- 
vanism. Every perversion of a student or rectly, and repeated, if necessary, in four 
practitioner from legitimate medicine to the hours. ‘The patient was also ordered a 
ranks of quackery, is an injury to our sci- : mixture, containing one drop of tincture of 
ence and to our public reputation. ‘T'rifling opium, half an ounce of burnt sugar, and 
with quackeries, admitting their partial six ounces of water: of this, she was to 
‘tuths, instead of condemning it, bestowing take two tablespoonfuls every four hours. 
ime and labour on the refutation of non- » On the 9th, she was ordered a mixture, 
«nse that needs no rebuttal, leads to these ‘consisting of five ounces of infusion of 
verversions, and as such should be avoided. senna, half an ounce of tincture of jalap, 
lhe profession is not bound to walk out of half an ounce of manna, half an ounce of 
‘3 legitimate path to examine, as some of tincture of cardamoms, and two ounces of 
it public writers would do, the claims and ' sulphate of magnesia; and of this she was 
igmas of any dupe or knave who chooses ‘to take a sixth part every three hours! 
vshout out ‘*Eureka!’’ Itis nonsense to’ Surely these facts required no comment. 
vy that the time is come for examining this ;—Lond. Med. Gaz., Oct., 1846. 
vily, or of determining the weakness of ' 
‘at absurdity, merely because it may num-; Animal Magnetism—Clairvoyance.—T he 
et its dupes by thousands. ‘The progress ; following astounding instance of clairvoy- 
‘truth will indeed be slow if every error ’ ance is reported in the Gazette des Hopitaux 
ut besets her road is to be turned aside for. | to have occurred recently at Paris. 
That excellent physician, Dr. Symonds, of} A young man employed in the Museum 
instol, has tritely said, that calling on the of Natural History in Paris had been re- 
‘wiession to examine such things as hydro- ‘ peatedly invited by a credulous friend to 
vuthy, and mesmerism, and homeopathy, is ‘ witness the proceedings of a celebrated fe- 
i¢asking an astronomer to go up into his > male somnambulist, and on this occasion he 
‘alch-tower, and set his instruments fur the } formed one of a large and brilliant assembly, 
‘servation of every trifling aurora that may all anxious to witness the powers of the 
spear. We have past experience, the ex-{ Pythoness in predicting the nature, prog- 
“rence of four thousand years, which the ‘nosis, and treatment of diseases. A young 
‘perience of the next four thousand years , physician was seated at a table, industri- 
‘not likely to contradict, to show us that ; ously engaged in transferring the oracular 
“mere systems of medicine have been’ responses to paper. 
‘roneous. So it has been with the count- The official of the Museum of Natural 
‘8 systems of old, and so it is, or must be, | History, when his turn arrived, handed to 
‘th those of more modern times, whether ; the somnambulist a packet containing a lock 
‘ev assail us under the guise of Brunon- (of hair carefully wrapped in paper. The 
‘ism, Broussaism, PerxrnisM, Hanne-?somnambulist removed the hair from the 
‘\NNism, MesmenisM, Preissnirzism, the‘ paper, smelt it, felt it, examined it closely 
“born, “* Young Physic,’’ or any other} with her fingers, and successively applied 
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6 DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


it to her forehead, occiput, and epigastrium. 
She then suddenly ejaculated, ‘ Light hair 
of achild,—the child very ill,—last stage of 
phthisis,—no hope of recovery; remedies to 
be used,” &c., running on with a long list 
of medicines, which the attendant physt- 
cian wrote down in a proper and becoming 
manner. 

The gentleman who had handed the hair 
for examination appeared much alarmed at 
the prognosis, put the prescription into his 
pocket, and then took an opportunity of 
announcing to the audience that this lock of 
light hair from a phthisical child had been 


that morning cut from a young and healthy’ 


camel in the menagerie! He then made his 


escape as soon as possible. — Lond. Med. | 


Gaz., Oct., 1846. 

Cause, Prevention, and Cure of Con- 
sumption, §-c.—By 8S. S. Fircn, M,D., 
New York. The Commercial Advertiser 
(a New York paper) of Dec. 30th, contains 
a racy notice of this work, from which we 
make one or two extracts. 

‘‘Dr. Fitch does not hesitate to affirm 
that he can cure any disease; but consump- 
tion, that acknowledged opprobrium of the 
medical art, is especially his strong ground 
—he can cure it swre, as they say at the 
West, no matter how confirmed and deep- 
seated it may be. In fact, he does not hesi- 
tate to say that consumption is the most 
curable of all diseases —that his dealing 
with it is mere child’s play, so perfectly has 
he mastered all its mystery.”? 


But the richest part is the following clos- ; 


ing sentence. 

‘This is the best we can say for Dr. 
Fitch’s book, though he did offer us twenty 
dollars for a favourable notice.” 


MEDICAL NEWS. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCER. 
Ovariotomy.—We learn that this opera- 
tion has recently been performed, for the 
third time, by Dr. J. L. Artes, of Lancas- 
ter. At the last account, the patient was 
doing well. 


‘Surgical Journal for the past month con. 
tain accounts of quite a number of experi- 
ments with it. Those of our surgical 
brethren who have been prominent in ‘try: 
ing it, are among the most conscientious 
and honourable men in the profession, and 

‘we feel quite sure that they have been 

‘actuated solely by the purest motive —a 

‘laudable desire to alleviate human suffer. 

‘ing. Still we cannot understand how the 
holding out encouragement to the use of 
a professed secret preparation, or, at all 

events, one, the use of which is restricted, 

for the most part, to those purchasing the 
right from u patentee, can be reconciled with 

‘the recognized code of ethics of the profes- 
sion; and further it may be questioned whe- 

_ ther the means is in itself a safe one. The 

‘ Numerous severe accidents, and some even 
fatal consequences, which followed the inha- 

‘lation of sulphuric ether some years since, 

‘when it was extensively employed for its 
intoxicating properties, are calculated to 
impress us as to its danger. Moreover, the 

‘ condition induced is undoubtedly one of as- 
phyxia, which in itself is certainly not a sate 

; one, and it is still to be shown that it is not 

‘also an unfavourable one for sustaining and re- 

covering from prolonged surgical operations. 

* We trust that our Boston friends, for whose 

‘opinions we entertain the greatest respect, 

‘will more fully weigh these considerations, 

‘and that those who are disposed to follow 
their lead will first pause and consider well 
the responsibilities they will incur by so 
doing. 


> Delegates to National Medical Conven- 
‘ tion.—At the meeting of the College of Phy- 


 sicians of Philadelphia, held December 1,” 


: 1846, the following Fellows were appointed 


‘delegates to the National Medical Conven- 


‘tion to be held in May, 1847:— 

> Drs. T. T. Hewson, Isaac Hays, Samuel 
: Jackson, (late of Northumberland,) J. Wil- 
‘son Moore, Alfred Stillé, J. R. Paul, W. 
§ Pepper, G. Fox, C. Morris, D. Francis Con- 
die, Jacob Randolph, Robert C. Bridges. 
D. Francis Connie, Sec. of College: 


, Ata meeting of the Philadelphia Medical 


Insensibility to Surgical Operations. —{ Society on Saturday evening, November 


The inhalation of sulphuric ether for the: 2lst, the following gentlemen were appoint: 
purpose of producing insensibility to surgi-' ed delegates to represent the Society in the 
cal operations seems to be coming into ex- | National Medical Convention to be held in 
tensive use in Boston and its neighbourhood. ’ Philadelphia in May next :—Drs. Bell, Em- 
The numbers of the Boston Medical and: erson, Parrish, Norris, West, Ashmead, B. 
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H, Coates, Bond, Hays, S. G. Morton, ;very unfavourable. Dysenteries and dis- 
Yardiey and Griscom. eases of the stomach (frequently mortal) 
Jno. J. Reese, Secretary. prevail in these towns, particularly amongst 
the troops in the garrisons. ‘These mala- 
The Albany Medical College has appoint- dies are probably the forerunners of the 
ed the following delegates. Drs. Marsh, J. real Asiatic cholera, a phenomenon rather 
\cNaughten, ‘I’. R. Beck and Hun. curious, which has been again observed lat- 
The Medical Society of New Jersey has ‘terly in Persia. There prevailed at Tehe- 
appointed, as delegates, Drs. Smith and ran, at Astrabad, at Meschid, and at Ispa- 
Pierson, of Essex Co., Marsh, of Passaic, han, a malady a considerable time before 
Stewart, of Morris, Forman, of Mercer, )the appearance of the cholera, of which the 
Parrish of Burlington, Taylor and Cooper, }symptoms resembled the Indian disease. 
of Camden, Garrison, of Gloucester and? ‘Ihe caravans which arrived from Teheran 
Howell. ‘eight months since, spoke of the existence 
The District Medical Society of Burling- of the scourge, which was mistaken for the 
ton County has appointed Drs. Cole, Strat- cholera. A French physician, who resided 
ton and Read. ‘at Teheran at that period, and who passed 
— ;through our city a few days since, assured 
FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. /us it was the cholerine, such as had like- 
Case of Fractured Spine.—Mr. H. Jack- wise been observed in several towns in 
soy exhibited to the Sheffield Medical So- ; Europe in 1832 as a precursor of the cho- 
ciety, a portion of the lumbar spine of a}lera. The population of Teheran, which 
man who, in supporting a large body of ‘had been estimated at 80,000, is reduced by 
lates, was overpowered and bent forward, } the ravages of the cholera to 60,000. The 
the mass pressing him almost double. He» Foreign ministers and their attendants had 
was admitted into the infirmary with every }not dared to return to the city, but still 
symptom of fracture, and after lingering } continued to reside at Mount Alburs, in the 
sme months, died. | On inspection, the ) neighbourhood of Schemen, to the north of 
ower portion of the body of the second) Teheran. ‘The Russian authorities at Tiflis 
lumbar vertebrae was found to have been are well aware of the appearance of the 
fretured, but was re-united. ‘The spinous cholera in that neighbourhood, and the in- 
process had been separated, and also the habitants of Tiflis have fled; but, up to the 
ansverse process. ‘The union had not been . 12th of September, no official announcement 
wmplete in the spinous process. — Lond. had been made of the fact. Perhaps this 
Med. Gaz., May, 1845. ‘course was pursued in order to prevent the 
_— >merchants from becoming alarmed, and a 
Advance of the Asiatic Cholera towards }consequent interruption of, commercial af- 
Europe. — According to the latest intelli- > fairs.’’— Times. 
sence received from ‘Trebizonde (Sept.> In the autumn of 1830 it was ravaging 
ith), a town on the south-eastern shore of the Persian province of Ghilan, the Georgian 
‘ie Black Sea, it appears that the Asiatic provinces of Russia, including the towns of 
tlolera ig slowly but steadily progressing , Bakou, ‘Tiflis, and Astrachan; and it ap- 
the course towards Europe which it took peared in England in the autumn of the 
1830-31. We subjoin the following ex- following year.—Lond. Med. Gaz., Nov., 
net:—** The cholera has passed the line of 1846. 
‘le Russian quarantine on the borders of } _ 
ie Caspian Sea, and is raging throughout; Objections to the Use of Gun-cotton in 
‘l the Tartar villages of the districts of Firearms—Production of Nitrous Acid in 
‘ilgaun and of Deukeran. A considerable the Explosion. — Mr. J. B. Nevins, in a 
‘umber of Cossacks forming the cordon on} communication in the London Medical Ga- 
the Persian frontier have likewise been at- | zefte, (Nov. 20, 1846,) states that nitrous 
acked. At Rescht, a Persian city in the acid is evolved during the combustion of 
brovince of Ghilan, the cholera is still mak- ‘gun-cotton, in sufficient quantities to corrode 
ng incessant ravages, which have now con- ; the interior of the nipple and breech of the 
‘nied during two months. The sanatary gun, forming an obstacle to employment as 
“ate of all the towns to the west of the a substitute for gunpowder. 
Caspian Sea, from Bakou to Astrachan, is The British government have declined, it 
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is asserted, employing it asa substitute for called before Juge d’Instruction of [, 
gunpowder in the Artillery, on the ground Pointe a Pitre, in order to make his depo. 
that the gun acquires, after a few discharges, sition on the facts of a duel which had 
so high a temperature as to lead to great taken place a short time previously, and 
risk of explosion on the introduction of a in which one of the principals had been 
fresh charge ! wounded, refused to answer the questions 
_ ‘put to him, on the plea that the knowledge 

Mortality in the Army and Navy.—The : he had obtained of the facts in question had 


numbers of those who perish in battle, or been acquired by him in the discharge of 


afterwards from wounds, is small compared | his professional duties. Dr. St. Pair was 
to those who die from other causes. During ‘condemned to pay a fine of 150 francs, Dr, 
the last three years of the Peninsular war, ) St. Pair appealed, and a short time after was 
the total number of deaths in the British }summoned before the assizes, to bear wir- 
army, amounted annually to about 16 per’ ness in the same case, and the court ruled 
cent. of the whole force. Of these only 4>that his deposition should not be heard. 
per cent. died in battle or of wounds which ) The affair is at present before the Court o! 
proved fatal soon after. The number of ; Cassation, and the association de Prévoy. 
men sick in hospital usually averaged about } ance laid before the court, in defence of Dr. 
one-fourth of the whole. In less than three > St. Pair’s conduct, a consultation, of which 
years and a half, out of a force the average » the following are the principal points :— 

strength of which was 61,500 men, nearly; When a physician is called to a patient, 
34,000 died, and of these only one-fourth ; whatever he sees, hears, or knows, is only 
fell by the sword; and this enormous mor- ; seen, heard, or known by him in his pro- 
tality occurred among a body of men, all of ) fessional capacity, and under the seal of 
Ssecrecy. Silence on these facts is, there- 


whom, a short time previously, must have $ 
been in the healthiest vigour of youth or > fore, for him a duty, and at the same time a 
prime of manhood; so that it required the ;right. According to the statutes of the 
annual sacrifice of 6,400 able-bodied men, to ancient Faculty of Paris, he should recol- 
keep in the field a working force of less than > lect that ‘‘/®gorum arcana, visa, audita, 
50,000 men! If such was the amount of > intellecta eliminet nemo.’’ When revela- 
suffering and waste of life, when every ex- } tion is demanded by a tribuual, the Court 
pedient was adopted that foresight could: of Cassation has on various occasions ruled 
suggest to provide proper food and raiment, >that secrecy is still the right of the phy- 
and every other attainable comfort both in’ sician, and has even decided that, when 
sickness and in health, what must it be : pressed by cross-examination, the physician 
when these precautions are neglected? Of} may obey only his conscience in the dis- 
such neglect and its terrible and execrable } crimination of the facts which he should 
consequences, Napoleon’s campaigns of? conceal. M. St. Pair was therefore per- 
1812 and 1813 afford memorable examples. } fectly justified in his silence.—Med. Times, 
From want of proper supplies alone, the} Nov. 21, 1846. 
I’rench troops perished literally by hundreds ° 
of thousands! Method of making Leeches Bite. — Dr. 

There is aremarkable difference between } Boursier says, that by placing leeches ina 
our land and sea services. The channel mixture of two parts of wine and one of 
fleet which consisted of twenty-four sail of } water, they are in a few minutes very ac- 
the line with frigates, &c., on its return to ’ tive, and take hold instantly; and that if 
Torbay in September, 1800, after a four! they are gorged with blood they disgorge 
months’ cruise, sent only sixteen men to} themselves and will draw again.—Journ. de 
hospital. The average mortality in the } Chimie Méd. 
years 1810, 1811, and 1812, was only 333 _ 
per cent.: since 1¢30 it has not been more} Obituary Record.—Died, in London, Oct. 
than 1°4 per cent., which is less than the } 29th, aged 75, George Man Burrows, Esq., 
general average among men of the same: M. D., the author of a work on Insanity. 
age on shore.—Lond. Med. Gaz., Nov., 1846. } at Paris, M. Poirson, late surgeon- 

_ Schief of the Military Hospital of Gros. 
Secrecy—In 1844, Dr. St. Parr being ; Caillore. 
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